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Altuna named OVC female golfer of the week
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/18/altuna-named-ovc-female-golfer-of-the-week/
March 18, 2020

Josie Howell, Sports Editor
The Ohio Valley Conference announced on Wednesday, March 11, that Junior Ana Perez
Altuna was named OVC Female Golfer of the week. This was Altuna’s first OVC golfer of
the week for the present season.
Altuna was given the award following the River Landing Classic on March 10 where she
tied for seventh place with 68 other competitors on the 72-par, 6.082-yard course. Her
incredible performance helped lead her team to fourth place overall out of the twelve other
teams in the competition.
Altuna turned in rounds of 71-75-74 to finish the 54-hole event with a 4-over 220. Altuna
was just four shots behind the medalist. She also recorded eight birdies and 36 pars in her
54 holes, guiding the Gamecocks to their third fourth-place finish of the season. Altuna is
currently tied for fifth in the OVC in stroke average (75.4).
JSU as a whole shot a final-round 292, completing a 54-hole score of 889 and finished just
eight shots behind first-place UNC Wilmington. USC Upstate finished second with an 882
and East Tennessee State claimed third, just three shots ahead of JSU.
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Altuna also saw an impressive performance in the previous competition at Kiawah Island,
South Carolina, the biggest tournament is collegiate golf.
Altuna tied for 41st in the 264-player field. She saw 1-under 71 to catapult 28 spots up the
leaderboard. Five birdies on the day helped her cap a 54-hole 222 (+6) after opening with a
73 on Sunday and a 78 on Monday. This helped the Gamecocks finish out no. 23 out of the
53 teams on the field.
In 2017-2018, Altuna was named to the OVC All-Newcomer Team and also played seven
tournaments as a freshman. She scored an average of 78.05 over 20 rounds played and has
a season low of 74 at the OVC Championship. She has been an integral part of the women’s
golf team since.
All athletics have been suspended for the remainder of the semester in response to the
COVID-19 virus, including women’s golf. However, Altuna will return to the field for the
2020-2021 academic year for her senior year.
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Kennesaw State ends Jacksonville State’s win streak
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/18/kennesaw-state-ends-jacksonville-states-win-streak/
March 18, 2020

Josie Howell, Sports Editor
The Jacksonville State University’s men’s tennis team took a disappointing loss against
Kennesaw State University 5-2 on Wednesday, March 11. This matchup against the Owls
was the only the second loss for the Gamecocks thus far in the season.
This came after the Gamecocks notched their fourth consecutive win of the season against
Southern Miss 6-1 and had high hopes on continuing this streak.
The game started off with the Owls taking the doubles point over the Gamecocks. JSU’s
Aljaz Kaplja and Thomas Norwood fell in the first doubles set to KSU’s Drew Lahey and
Sebastian Osorio 6-3. This was followed by another set loss with JSU’s Guillermo Agost
and Jordi Banchar and KSU’s Gaston Muhammad and Harvey Conway 6-4, notching the
first point for the Owls.
However, Joaquin Vallejo and Sergio Lizarraga were able to put the Gamecocks back in the
game with a 5-4 set win over Bryan Triana and Sergio Ingles
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Right before the singles matches, the game was suspended due to rain. The two teams met
up Thursday to finish up the match. Kennesaw State then went on to claim the win after
winning four out of the six matches.
Despite the loss, Kaplja was still able to keep the Gamecocks on the board with a 6-3,6-3
two-set win over Conway.
The Slovenia native has been an integral player for the Gamecocks since his freshman year
where he was named 2018 Ohio Valley Conference Freshman of the Year, being the second
Gamecock to be named OVC Freshman of the Year since creation of the award in 2005 and
first since Scott Robertson in 2006.
The Gamecocks’ only other point throughout the matchup was from Norwood who won
three sets over Osorio. Norwood currently has won all but one of his singles matches for
the 2020 season.
This was Norwood’s first year playing for the Gamecocks. Previously, he played for
Hartford Community College where Norwood played No. 1 and was ranked sixth nationally
in singles and seventh in doubles at the JUCO level. The London, England native will
return for the 2021 season for this Junior year.
The remainder of the Men’s Tennis matchups have been canceled for the season since the
outbreak of the Coronavirus in the United States. The Ohio Valley Conference has
suspended all collegiate sports until the end of the academic year and all practices until
April 3.
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OVC cancels all intercollegiate sports amid COVID-19
pandemic
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/18/ovc-cancels-all-intercollegiate-sports-amid-covid-19-pandemic/
March 18, 2020

Josie Howell, Sports Editor
On March 16, 2020, the Ohio Valley Conference Board of Presidents announced that all
intercollegiate sports will be cancelled effective immediately until the end of the 20192020 academic year due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
The OVC has also announced that all team practices will be suspended until April 3, 2020.
The OVC board will then reevaluate the COVID-19 situation to determine whether or not
the suspension should continue or not. However, all student athletes will still be allowed to
utilize training rooms for strength and conditioning.
The OVC emphasized that the main priority of the OVC is to ensure the health and safety of
everyone involved, including staff, fans and student-athletes. They will continue to monitor
all relevant information on COVID-19 on a daily basis.
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After the OVC released their official statement, OVC commissioner Beth DeBauche came
out with a statement of her own for athletes and fans.
“As we issued the official release on Monday that the Ohio Valley Conference was cancelling
all intercollegiate competitions, including OVC Championships, through the end of the
2019-20 academic year due to the COVID-19 public health threat,” said DeBauche. “I was
overwhelmed by the sense of loss for our student-athletes who are not going to be able to
experience the sense of joy and accomplishment by competing in the OVC this spring.”
“I know whether you are a student-athlete, coach or an administrator we all share a
collective sense of loss right now, but we must take solace in the fact our OVC community
did exactly what we needed to do to help protect the health and safety of our studentathletes and the broader communities in which our institutions play such a large role,” said
DeBauche
As for JSU specifically, distance learning has been implemented for all classes as of Friday,
March 14 after a student was placed under investigation for COVID-19. While the student
eventually tested negative for the virus, JSU has continued to take precautions to prevent
anyone from contracting the virus.
JSU has continued to keep faculty and students updated on how they have been dealing
with the situation. JSU Acting President Don Killingsworth has given his most recent
update as of March 17, 2020.
“Most JSU offices are now closed until after Spring Break, but staff is still monitoring
voicemail,” said Killingsworth.” If you need to reach someone, please leave a message. The
department will return your call as soon as possible. Search the directory online for contact
info.”
“The Technology Support Center will be providing technology and user account support via
email on Thursday and Friday, March 19-20,” said Killingsworth. “Please contact the TSC
by emailing techcenter@jsu.edu. Staff will review the requests and respond accordingly.”
Those who do not already receive news and updates from JSU can send an email to
jsunews@jsu.edu to receive forthcoming updates regarding COVID-19.
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JSU residence halls to remain open during spring break
to promote ‘social distancing’
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/17/jsu-residence-halls-to-remain-open-during-spring-break-to-promote-socialdistancing/
March 17, 2020

Scott Young, News Editor
The Jacksonville State University Office of Housing and Residence Life announced on
Tuesday morning that all residence halls will remain open for spring break. The university
announced the day prior that spring break will be extended by two days, beginning
Thursday, March 19.
“Students in need of break housing will remain in their current assignments for the break,”
read an announcement from JSU Housing and Residence Life.
The front desk hours will operate under limited hours until the university is closed for
spring break on Thursday. However, no visitation will be allowed, except for parents to
assist students in moving out. No overnight guests will be allowed either and doors must
remain locked.
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All housing tours have been cancelled until April 3.
The JSU housing office asks all students who live on current housing to fill out the
following form to get a “clear picture” of who all will be staying for the break and who all
will be going home: https://jsuweb.wufoo.com/forms/housing-spring-break-2020/.
The Gamecock Food Pantry hours in Sparkman Hall have been extended and will be open
from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. today, Tuesday, March 17.
Jack Hopper Dining Hall will have modified hours and be open between March 16 and
March 29, serving brunch from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and serving dinner from 5:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m.
For more information, you can contact the Office of Housing Operations and Residence
Life by dialing 256-782-5122.
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JSU dining modifies operations
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/16/jsu-dining-modifies-operations/
March 16, 2020

Dining services changes hours of operation, offers take-out meals to students
who are social distancing
Anna Gurganus, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University Dining Services announced Monday, March 16 that they are
changing their service and operating hours for all on-campus dining locations, effective
Thursday, March 19. The university will also accommodate students practicing “social
distancing” by offering take-out options.
From Thursday, March 19 to Sunday, March 29, the Jack Hopper Dining Hall will have
brunch from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and dinner from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
The Theron Montgomery Building – which includes Chick-fil-A, Freshens and Mein Bowl –
will also be open Monday through Thursday from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Then, they will
be closed for spring break.
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The Gamecock Diner, Peak Café-Starbucks, Jazzman’s and WOW will all be closed until
further notice.
Dining Services will update hours after Thursday, March 20 through social media and
their website.
As for spring break, there will be dining options for students who decide to stay on campus
rather than going home, according to Jim Brigham, JSU’s vice president for finance and
administration.
“Both the Jack Hopper Cafeteria and the Red Rooster will accommodate take-out meals for
students who want to practice ‘social distancing’,” said Brigham. “As part of an overall
program to stay healthy, I recommend that students, faculty, and staff follow the posted
guidelines for avoiding the corona-virus and eat a healthy diet with plenty of vitamin C &
D.”
As of 4:47 p.m. on Monday, March 16 there are 29 cases of COVID-19 in the state of
Alabama. However, there are no confirmed cases in Calhoun County or the campus of
Jacksonville State University.
All campus events have also been cancelled including both on and off-campus student
organizations and activities.
University offices, housing, dining, Gamecock Express, the campus bookstore, Houston
Cole Library and the Recreation and Fitness Center will remain open. No Rec Center
classes or intramural sports will be offered.
The Gamecock Express will run three buses through a normal route to campus while five
buses will shuttle directly from Ayers Hall to the Student Health Center with no stops inbetween.
For more information about what we know about COVID-19 and JSU operations, visit our
recent Chanticleer article, https://jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/15/what-we-know-aboutjsu-operations-and-covid-19-so-far/.
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JUST IN: JSU student tests negative for COVID-19
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/16/jsu-student-tests-negative-for-covid-19/
March 16, 2020

Scott Young, News Editor
Jacksonville State University announced on Monday, March 16 that a student under
investigation for COVID-19 has tested negative for the virus.
“This is excellent news for the patient and all of us here at Jacksonville State University,”
said Don Killingsworth, the acting president of JSU, in a statement. “We wish to express
our gratitude to the medical professionals at RMC Anniston for providing their assistance
during this time. We also thank the student for cooperating with self-isolation and wish
him a speedy recovery.”
The university is currently awaiting results for others connected to JSU that have been
tested for COVID-19.
On Thursday, the university announced that the student was being tested after falling ill
the prior Sunday after returning from out-of-state and that all in-person classes would be
cancelled.
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As of 10:00 a.m. on Monday, March 16 there are 22 cases of COVID-19 in the state of
Alabama. However, there are no confirmed cases in Calhoun County or the campus of
Jacksonville State University.
“If we learn that a student, staff, or faculty member has been diagnosed with COVID-19, we
will share that information with the campus community,” said Killingsworth.
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UPDATED: What we know about JSU operations and
COVID-19 so far
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/15/what-we-know-about-jsu-operations-and-covid-19-so-far/
March 15, 2020

UPDATED: 6:00 P.M. MARCH 16, 2020 – Added information from a
statement from JSU announcing a change of operations.
Logan Irwin, Correspondent
A lot of new information and changes to the operations of Jacksonville State University
have developed this past week in regards to the outbreak of COVID-19 in the United States
and around the globe.
As of Monday, March 16, The Alabama Department of Public Health has confirmed 29
cases of COVID-19 in the state. As for the United States, 3,487 people within 49 states have
tested positive. The World Health Organization has declared the outbreak of COVID-19 as
a world-wide pandemic, meaning that the virus will likely spread to all of the countries
around the globe.
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Here are a few frequently asked questions about COVID-19 and ongoing JSU operations
with the information we have obtained so far.
Will we have classes?
Classes will resume but will transition online to help coincide with JSU’s social distancing
plan. Students should have received an email Thursday afternoon from The Office of the
President with detailed information regarding how classes will function while the
university is still participating in the social distancing plan.
Students are encouraged to contact their professor or email Online@JSU at
online@jsu.edu for more information about their online classes.
The university has extended spring break by two days, beginning on Thursday, March 19
for all faculty, staff and students.
Have any JSU students tested positive for COVID-19?
No. As of 4:15 p.m. on Monday, March 16, 2020, no student has tested positive for the
virus. However, a student has been tested for COVID-19 and the results came back
negative, according to a university announcement on Monday.
What all is open on campus? What are the hours?
Student Health Center – Below are the current hours:
Monday – Thursday, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.: Regular appointment and walk-in slots
Friday, 8 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.: Regular appointment and walk-in slots
Friday, 2:30 p.m. – 5 p.m.: Walk-ins only for respiratory and flu/cold-like symptoms
Saturday, 8 a.m. – noon: Walk-ins only for respiratory and flu/cold-like symptoms
University Housing – Remains open. For regular updates on university housing, visit
http://www.jsu.edu/housing/index.html. However, all university housing – except the
International House, Meehan Hall, Sparkman Hall and all on-campus apartments – will be
closed during Spring Break.
Dining – JSU dining has modified their business hours
Gamecock Express – Will suspend operations after 7 p.m. on Monday, March 16.
Campus Bookstore – Will remain open Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Closed for spring break.
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Houston Cole Library – Will be open March 17-18, 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and will be
closed during Spring Break. Library virtual reference chat will be available from 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Thursday, March 19, and Friday, March 20. All electronic resources currently
available through the library’s web pages will remain remotely accessible through the
duration of the semester.
Recreation and Fitness Center – Hours reduced to hours Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. to 8
p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Sunday, 12-8 p.m. No intramurals or Rec Center classes
will take place.
What campus events are cancelled?
All events sponsored by the university, both on and off campus, have been cancelled at this
time. This includes athletic events, student organization meetings, campus visits, student
clubs, performances, exhibits and trainings.
Are student workers still reporting to work? Will they still be paid?
Student workers will continue to report to work as they usually would, and will still be
paid. Should a student worker become unable to or wish not to report to work, they should
contact their supervisor for more information.
When will we return to classes?
Jacksonville State administration stated in an email on Thursday, March 12, that they will
be closely monitoring the situation in the coming weeks and will make a decision on April
3 as to whether or not in-person classes will resume or if online classes will continue for the
rest of the semester.
What will happen with spring SGA elections?
Students should have received an email on Friday, March 13 with information pertaining to
spring SGA elections being transitioned entirely online. Applications must be submitted
online no later than Monday, March 30 at 4:30 p.m. if they have not already been
submitted on paper.
Has priority registration changed?
Yes. Below are the new times for priority registration for the summer and fall semesters:
March 17 – Seniors, 96+ hours earned, 8 a.m.
March 17 – Juniors, 64+ hours earned, 12 p.m.
March 18 – Sophomores, 32+ hours earned, 8 a.m.
March 18 – Freshmen, 12 p.m.
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Have any stores closed or changed their business hours?
Red Threads (Jacksonville) – Closed until further notice via their Facebook page. The
online store will remain accessible for the time being.
Walmart – Stores across the nation have cut their 24 hour policy and have reduced their
hours from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. until further notice.
Johnson’s (Jacksonville) – Online ordering has been suspended until further notice due to
issues with keeping the store stocked and many products selling out quicker than they can
be replaced.
How can I remain healthy during the COVID-19 outbreak?
Wash your hands often.
Avoid touching your face and those around you who have a cough or are sneezing.
Do not go into work or around others if you feel ill.
Focus on practicing good hygiene, drinking lots of water and getting enough rest to
stay well.
Sanitize your cell phone.
Don’t panic.
Continue to check your “My JSU” email account for COVID-19 updates from the
university.
For more information on how to stay safe and healthy, visit
http://www.jsu.edu/coronavirus/students/index.html.
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UPDATED: JSU says they have not received test results
for student under investigation for COVID-19 after 48
hours
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/14/jsu-says-they-have-not-received-test-results-for-student-under-investigation-forcovid-19-after-48-hours/
March 14, 2020

UPDATED: 6:50 p.m. MARCH 15, 2020 – The university announced in an
email that 72 hours later, they have still not received test results for a
student under investigation for COVID-19. The university said that the
student’s condition is improving and that he will remain in isolation until
official diagnostics have been received. The two students exposed to a
COVID-19 patient never experienced any symptoms of the virus and their
self-quarantine period has expired.
Scott Young, News Editor
Jacksonville State University announced in an email on Saturday evening that they have
not yet received test results from the student under investigation for COVID-19, after
initially saying the test results would be received within 24-48 hours.
“The University believed we would have COVID-19 test results to share with the JSU family
early this morning,” read the email. “However, at this time, we still have not received this
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information.”
The university said that initially the only diagnostic test that could be run for COVID-19
came from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta and that the state has
received “very few” of these test kits from the CDC.
According to the university, now three commercial laboratories in the state of Alabama
have the capabilities to perform tests for COVID-19.
“Unfortunately, at this time, all of those laboratories are overwhelmed with tests to run,”
the email explained.
On Thursday, the university announced that a student was under investigation for COVID19 after travelling out-of-state and falling ill last Sunday and that all in-person classes
would be cancelled. The university said that the student had only been to three locations on
campus since Sunday: the weight training area at Kennamer Hall, Stone Center classroom
125 and the Student Health Center.
The person under investigation was placed in self-isolation and his roommates were moved
to an alternate location and put in self-quarantine.
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Houston Cole Library to close to the public until further
notice
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/13/houston-cole-library-to-close-to-the-public-until-further-notice/
March 13, 2020

Ashleigh Crouch, Correspondent
University officials have announced that the Houston Cole Library will be closed to the
public until further notice beginning on Friday, March 13.
The library’s temporary closure is a part of the university’s efforts to slow the spread of
COVID-19.
JSU faculty, staff and students — with their JSU IDs — will still be allowed into the library
to access computers, WiFi and other resources that may be necessary to complete online
assignments or work related tasks.
There will also be a limited number of iPads available for checkout at the circulation desk
in the lobby of the library for students that may need them to complete coursework.
This announcement also comes in the wake of the state of Alabama’s first confirmed case
of COVID-19 in Montgomery County, Alabama, as well as the first potential case at
Jacksonville State University.
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The university announced on Thursday, March 12 that all classes at JSU will take place
online only beginning Friday, March 13 until further notice.
At this time, all on campus dining and housing locations remain open, as well as the
University Recreation and Fitness Center. Student workers are also still able to continue
working if they choose to do so.
As of Friday, March 13, the CDC is reporting 1,629 total cases of COVID-19 in the United
States with 41 deaths nationwide.
JSU officials stated in a mass email to all students on Thursday, March 12 that they are
remaining vigilant regarding possible cases of COVID-19 on JSU’s campus, and that an
update will be given by April 3rd regarding the continuation of in-person classes and other
campus events.
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UPDATED: Officials confirm first case of COVID-19 in
Alabama
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/13/officials-confirm-first-case-of-covid-19-in-alabama/
March 13, 2020

UPDATED: 12:05 p.m. MARCH 13, 2020 – adds additional information from
the Alabama Department of Public Health press conference.
Scott Young, News Editor
The Alabama Department of Public Health announced on Friday, March 13 that the first
case of COVID-19 has been identified in Montgomery County, Alabama.
Governor Kay Ivey published a press release ahead of a press conference by the Alabama
Department of Public Health confirming the case.
“We have taken a calm and collected approach in preparation for this first confirmed case,
and we need to remember that calm and steady wins the race,” said Governor Kay Ivey in a
press release. “Alabamians should not be fearful, but instead, use commonsense to watch
out for themselves and others.”
1/2

State Health Officer Dr. Scott Harris said that the patient infected was sampled Thursday
night and the test returned back positive at 8 a.m. Further, he said that the patient
travelled out-of-state and returned home feeling unwell.
“We continue to recommend that people be prudent and encourage them to use proper
hygiene behaviors such as hand-washing, not touching their faces with unwashed hands,
covering coughs and sneezes and staying home if they have a fever,” said Harris.
Harris explained that the patient met CDC guidelines for screening and that the person is
in a high-risk category because of “chronic health conditions”.
The patient is currently self-isolated and not in public.
This story will be updated as more information becomes available.
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UPDATED: JSU cancels in-person classes, announces
student is being tested for COVID-19
jsuchanticleer.com/2020/03/12/jsu-cancels-in-person-classes-announces-student-is-being-tested-for-covid-19/
March 12, 2020

UPDATED: 8:20 p.m. MARCH 12, 2020 – adds additional information
provided to the student body from the office of the President
Josie Howell, Sports Editor and Scott Young, News Editor
On Thursday, March 12, the office of the president of Jacksonville State University sent an
email to students, faculty and staff to report that there is currently a student who has been
declared a person under investigation for COVID-19.
“The academic deans are working closely with faculty to determine continuity in course
delivery,” the email reads.
While this does not mean that the person who is under investigation is confirmed to have
COVID-19, the student’s symptoms met the criteria for testing. Currently, the results are
still pending. The student is currently under self-isolation and roommates have been
moved to an alternate location and put in self-quarantine.
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According to the office of the President, the student fell ill Sunday evening after returning
from out-of-state and has only been to three locations on-campus since returning. These
areas include the weight room at Kennamar Hall, Stone Center classroom 125 and the
Student Health Center. All of these locations will be cleaned and sanitized this evening,
March 12.
JSU will immediately implement a social distancing plan starting Friday, March 13 where
all classes will transition to online/distance learning courses. There will be no classes
meeting starting Friday.
“The administration will be closely monitoring this rapidly evolving situation and make an
announcement by April 3 regarding when in-person classes and other campus events will
resume,” reads an update email from the president’s office.
All campus events have also been cancelled including both on and off-campus student
organizations and activities.
University offices, housing, dining, Gamecock Express, the campus bookstore, Houston
Cole Library and the Recreation and Fitness Center will remain open. No Rec Center
classes or intramural sports will be offered.
The Gamecock Express will run three buses through a normal route to campus while five
buses will shuttle directly from Ayers Hall to the Student Health Center with no stops inbetween.
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